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#1 - IS THERE A GOD?

If you could ask anyone anything …

How does it feel to hit a game-winning shot
in the NCAA tournament?
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Six Burning Questions:

Is there a God? March 27
Are God and Science Compatible? April 3
What about the Problem of Evil? April 10
Which Religion is True? April 17
Can We Trust the Bible? April 24
Who Was Jesus? May 1

Easter remembers an empty tomb
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Easter is a fairy tale

… unless there is a God

Is there a God?

Four ways to discuss our “burning questions” (ie, apologetics)

• Classical (rational) “that makes logical sense to me”
• Evidentialist (empirical) “that evidence seems reasonable to me”
• Reformed (authoritarian) “that explains my presuppositions”
• Fideist (intuitive) “that describes what I feel and experience”

Our personalities shape our questions (and answers)
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Why do I believe there is a God?

The illusion of proof

The reasonableness of … reasonableness

Why do I believe there is a God?

It seems
logical

• Everything that exists has a cause 
outside of itself (ie, a story of origin)

• The universe exists
• Therefore, the universe has a cause 

outside of itself (story of origin) 
• Two options:  the universe either 

self-appeared out of absolute 
nothingness, or it has a creator

“Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these?  He who 
brings out the starry host one by one and calls forth each of them by name.”

Isaiah 40:26
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Why do I believe there is a God?

It seems
obvious

• Consistent design and coherence
• Beauty 
• Predictability and consistency
• Immensity

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after 
day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.  They have no speech, 
they use no words; no sound is heard from them.  Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, 
their words to the ends of the world.”

Psalm 19:1-4

Why do I believe there is a God?

It seems
to be real

• A séance
• Prayer
• Healing
• Belonging and purpose

“Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life.”

John 6:68
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Why do I believe there is a God?

It seems
logical

It seems
to be real

It seems
obvious

The existence of 
God explains reality 

better than 
anything else

Because I believe there is a God …

… the reality of Easter has changed the reality of my life
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What are your circles of belief or unbelief?

Continue the journey …

• Thinking? Answering Life’s Five Biggest Questions, by Andy Steiger
• The Atheist Who Didn’t Exist, by Andy Bannister
• burningquestions.ca
• Five more “Burning Questions” (five weeks)
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